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Everybody should have 
an Aunt Tallulah/ 

It’s 99 degrees at Camp Oogie-Waa-Waa, and Aunt 

Tallulah’s latest goody package has just arrived 

from Antarctica. 

Will it be another long, 
fluffy scarf ? 

A pair of six-fingered 
gloves? 

A nice, warm hat? 

Through a series of hilarious mishaps, Bettina 

and her Aunt Tallulah are ever so appreciative to 

have each other. Follow along as love, silliness, and 

surprises are exchanged through the mail between 

Bettina and her nutty aunt in this wonderful and 

unique story. 
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Dean Aunt Tallulah, 

It’s 97 degrees at Camp Oogie-Waaa-Waaa. 

Yocir package arrived today. Thank you for the matching 

hand-knit sweater and scarf. And the toe-socks. I JLOl/£ THEM/ 
I think they are going to fit me all through elementary 

school. And middle school. And probably high school. 

Maybe even college. 

My camp counselor. Ms. Virginia, said that the colors are so 

loud that they will keep the bears away. That was very 

smart of you. Aunt Tallulah/ I 

How’s the weather in Antarctica? 

I miss you/ Say hi to Oncle Reginald for me. 

Xx*000 

L° Your niece B®ttina 





July 8 

Dear Bettina, 

It's -40 degrees in Antarctica. 

You're most welcome, dear. I am glad you like 

everything. And thank you for your note. Your 

handwriting is really quite lovely. 

What's new at camp? 

As usual, it's dark all night and day during 

Antarctica's winter months of May, June, and 

July. Uncle Reginald calls it "sweater weather" 

because it's when I do all my knitting—which 

brings me to your sweater. I really can't take 

credit for the noisy colors. With all this dark, 

I thought it was blue! 

Uncle Reginald sends his love. I've sent you 

another package! 





Dean Aunt Tallulah, 

s ■ 

It’s 98 degrees at Camp Oogie-Waaa-Waaa. 

The second package arrived today. What a SdPppise! 
Thanks for the knitted backpack. I can get all of my stuff 

inside of it including my sleeping bag. And pillow. I might 

even be able to get my tent in there. The backpack 

matches the sweater set so perfectly that maybe 

everyone should knit in the dark/ 

Camp Oogie-Waa-Waa is so much fcin! 

My very favorite parts are swimming and food. 

Today, I swam to the other side of the lake for 

a double banana split with sprinkles. 

Thank you, Aunt Tallulah! 

Bettina 
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July 26 

Dear Bettina, 

Thank you for your note, dear. I am happy 

that the second package arrived safely. 

Although, I must tell you that the "back¬ 

pack" is a hat! 

Brrr. It's -45 degrees today! Yesterday, 

your Uncle Reginald got lost in a blizzard 

and ended up spending the night in a 

penguin rookery. He's fine, but now all 

the young penguins think he's their papa. 

And so do the mamas. 

I'm shipping you another small goody 

package. I won't give away the surprise. 

Be looking for it in the mail. 

Love, 

VJwAtv (A/amA; falMafa 





Dean Aunt Tallulah, 

August 1 

HL 

It’s 99 degrees at Camp Oogie-Waaa-Waaa. 

The goody package arrived this afternoon/ 

Thank yon for the gloves. They are really...cool. In fact 

they were still partly frozen when they arrived. I like how 

they match my sweater. 

And my toe-socks. 

And my backpack-I mean, hat 

Was there a reason that you knitted six fingers in the 

right-hand glove? 

Thank you, Aunt Tallulah. 

LCVe 
Your niece Baltina 

j 
P.S. Here is a picture of me by the swimming hole wearing my 

sweater set and hat. The other people in the picture are my 

new camp friends. 





Dear Bettina, 

It's -31 degrees in Antarctica. 

August 

I'm delighted that you received the package 

so quickly. 

The photograph was lovely. You look stunning 

in your outfit. Your new friends at Camp 

Boogie-Waaa-Waaa look so happy, especially 

the ones pointing at you. 

Yesterday, Uncle Reginald's mustache froze 

to his camera while filming the Southern 

Lights. He's fine, but no more mustache! 

Love, 

y&vW (AMmh falUlaA 

P.S. I've enclosed a snapshot 

of the Southern Lights. Our 

sky looks like this every 

time solar heat gets trapped 

in the higher atmosphere. 

As far as the glove with the sixth finger 

goes—Oops! You'll think of some clever use 

for it. 
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August 1H 

Dear Aunt Tallulah, 

It’s 101 degrees at Camp Oogie-Waaa-Waaa. 

I will miss Uncle Reginald’s mustache. It made him look 

like he was always smiling. 

Thank you for the snapshot and explanation of the 

pretty lights. I had no idea/ 

I finally finished my camp craft project this afternoon. 

I made it out of pipe-cleaners and pinecones. Actually, 

I had enough time to make two, so I am mailing them to 

you and Uncle Reginald as a surprise. I hope they fit/ 

Love, 

Your niece Beftina 
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Augu st 21 

Dear Bettina, 

MyI What a surprise!Uncle Reginald and 

I love your gifts. Thank you, dear. 

Your artistry is superb. 

I must tell you, though, just seconds 

after this photo was taken. Uncle 

Reginald fell through the ice! 

He's fine, but his eyeglasses aren't. 

Luckily your brilliant swimsuit saved 

his life! The pinecones acted as 

marvelous buoys! 

Love, 

N/tle ReyrvMlcl 

P.S. Enclosed you'll find video footage 

of the entire incident. 
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August 26 

Dear Aunt Tallulah, 
mmm- 

Wow/ What a film! My camp counselor, Ms. Virginia, 

is going tcui&eat to teach campers water survival 

techniques. (Although she plans to edit the sound.) 

'^'especially liked the part when (Jncle Re^thalS gets pulled 

from the icy waters bu that walrus. 

?.S. Yeah! I’m going home tomorrow! 

I sure will mis^the banana splits. 
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September 1 

Dear Bettina, 

I'm glad your camp counselor found a good 

use for the film. However, darling, that 

was not a walrus pulling Uncle Reginald 

out of the water. It was me in a parka. 

Good news I We leave next week for the 

Amazon! Uncle Reginald has been asked to 

film a documentary on the effect that 

mail-order catalogs have on monkeys. 

Here's our new address: 

Dr. and Mrs. Reginald Wilding Ph.D. 

River Barge #52 

Amazon Valley, Peru 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Love, 

(MmA/ falh/ilaA 

P.S. I bet it feels good to be home. 

Perhaps you can visit us in the 

Amazon sometime! 
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September 7 

Dear Aunt Tallulah. 

It does feel good to be home. Sort of ... 

Yesterday. I gave my parents the pinecone and pipe cleaner 

floaties I made for them at camp. 

Warning/ Pinecone floaties can puncture large inflatable 

pools causing whitewater conditions/ 

I had no idea/ Neither did mother and dad. 

We would love to come visit you in the Amazon sometime/ 

Give Uncle Reginald a big hug for me. 

Love, 

Bettlna 

P.S. Please send a photo of the Amazon/ 
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CARMELA LAVIGNA COYLE began 

writing this book on a cold Colorado 

morning. She wrote the entire story 

through a series of thank you letters 

in hopes of inspiring children 

everywhere (especially her own) to 

write thank you notes. Carmela is 

the author of Do Princesses 

Wear Hiking Boots? also pub¬ 

lished by Rising Moon. She is 

thankful to live in Denver with her 

husband, Mike, and two children. 

BRUCE MACPHERSON draws and 

colors at home in Vienna, Virginia, 

where he lives with his wife and 

three kids. He has illustrated for 

many major publications including 

The New York Times, The Wall 

Street Journal, and The Washington 

Post. This is his second children’s 

book following Josefina Javelina by 

Susan Lowell. 
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